20000829. ba v02_n974.bam.20000829 


>From ???@??? Tue Aug 29 01:35:50 2000 -0500 

Date: Tue, 29 Aug 2000 01:33:19 CDT 

From: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 2974 

Message-Id: <20000829063322 .902713B463@devel43.theporch. com> 


BOATANCHORS Digest 2974 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) MK484 IC 
by polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (Marty's Refl. Drop) 
2) Tx: WTD: Info on Spokane Radio 500A Forest Service Transceiver 
by =?1so-8859-1?Q?Andr=E9_Guibert?= <aguibert@sympatico.ca> 
3) Shelby hamfest 
by "Nick England" <nick@3rdtech. com> 
4) BOATANCHORS at Shelby 
by John Poulton <jp@cs.unc.edu> 
5) Hickock 752A help needed 
by "Prof. Arthur I. Larky" <ail0@lehigh.edu> 
6) Re: Hickock 752A help needed 
by David Knepper <knepper@lenzlink.net> 
7) Re: S40A questions 
by "russ dworakowski" <wb3fau@hotmail .com> 
8) Relay for Johnson KW Matchbox 
by "Grant Youngman" <nq5t@home. com> 
9) T-X4B restored 
by Allan Stephens <modsteph@ACS.EKU.EDU> 
10) Re: Info on Spokane Radio 500A Forest Service TransceiverlI've stumbled on an 
interesting little radio that's part 
by "Richard Brunner" <rbrunner@gis.net> 
11) FS: Drake TR-4C 
by JONWEINER@aol.com 
12) ADMINISTRIVIA: Posting Admin Requests 
by listown@jackatak.theporch.com (Mail List Owner) 
13) Millen 90800 Transmitter 
by Roy Morgan <roy.morgan@nist.gov> 
14) Re: Info on Spokane Radio 500A Forest Service TransceiverI've stumbled on an 
interesting little radio that's part 
by "DavidC" <eDoc@netzero.net> 
15) Keys FS 
by BEN NOCK <G4BXD@compuserve.com> 
16) Spark Xmtxr hi-speed Keying Rly? 
by polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (Marty's Refl. Drop) 
17) Re: Millen 90800 Transmitter 


by Dan <hankarn@pacbell.net> 
18) Re: Info on Spokane Radio 500A Forest Service TransceiverI've stumbled 
on an interesting little radio that's part 

by Neal McEwen <nmcewen@metronet.com> 
19) Re: T-X4B restored 

by "russ dworakowski" <wb3fau@hotmail .com> 


20) Re: Info on Spokane... xcvr 
by polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (Marty's Refl. Drop) 
21) Son of Info on Spokane... xcvr 


by polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (Marty's Refl. Drop) 
22) Boxborough Was The Best Ever!!!! 
by Michael Crestohl <mc@sover.net> 


Date: Sun, 27 Aug 2000 09:26:17 -0400 

From: polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (Marty's Refl. Drop) 
Message-Id: <200008271326.JAA01583@aa4rm.ba-watch.org.> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: MkK484 IC 


Anyone know it or a US source for this which appears to be a Ferranti UK 
chip. 


Web search shows all the rage in the UK qrp community. 
With one tuned ckt & a AAA you get a fair BC rx per reports. 
Of course output will be directed to a TUBE-damn ampflier. 
M 
...apparrently no SK or ECG interchange 


(tks scb Steve for the tip) 


Message-ID: <000801c01038$£7d£6680$4815fea9@b1yhpg64> 
From: =?iso-8859-1?Q?Andr=E9_Guibert?= <aguibert@sympatico.ca> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Tr: WTD: Info on Spokane Radio 500A Forest Service Transceiver 
Date: Sun, 27 Aug 2000 11:09:36 -0400 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Bonjour to All 
Must have a carbon copy of it, but mine was made by 


VRL(Vancouver Radio Lab.). 

Same tube lineup, wooden case(army brown), speaker/mic in one 
case, fastened to the wood 

flip cover, headphones, chromed plug to connect above to the 
T/R, rubber plug to connect to 

batteries, 3335Kc crystal. 

Was used extensively by the Quebec Forest Service in the 
fifties. 

No manual/ schematics, looking for them. 

Andre 


It's a battery-operated transceiver made by Spokane Radio 
Company, model 500A. The tag inside its gray wooden case 
says that it's Forest Service Type SPF, and it's order 
number is 18017-PHILA-43, serial #616. Tube lineup is 
(2) 1A7G, (2) 1IN5G, (2) 136G. 3Q5GT, 1H4G, 1F5G. Cute 
little bugger, too! This one seems to have been very 
slightly modified (couple of wires added for an external 
power supply; nicely installed, but suspiciously modern 
mike/speaker connector; no serious damage) to operated 

on 80M. 


VV VVV VV VV VV 
VV VV VV VV WV 


Message-ID: <00a701c01059$55707120$£d0212ac@heathkit> 
From: "Nick England" <nick@3rdtech.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Shelby hamfest 
Date: Sun, 27 Aug 2000 15:02:23 -0400 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="i1s0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


The usual batch of boatanchorites will be hanging out at the Shelby NC 
hamfest starting this Wednesday - looks for us in the usual location under 
the green & yellow "BOATANCHORS!" banner. Drop by and say hello - Some of 
our precious hollow-state items might even follow you home. 

73 & Have Fun, 

Nick KD4CPL <nick@3rdtech.com> 

http: //www.3rdtech.com/nick/hobbies. html 


Date: Sun, 27 Aug 2000 16:40:18 -0400 (EDT) 
From: John Poulton <jp@cs.unc.edu> 


Message-Id: <200008272040.QAA14575@mira.cs.unc.edu> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: BOATANCHORS at Shelby 


What Nick said! A bunch of us will be gathering there, and some us 
will be lugging heavy iron. Anyone need an RBC?? I really don't 
want that one to make a 2-way trip! 


73, John KFA4OZY 


Message-ID: <39A94FA4.272D@lehigh.edu> 

Date: Sun, 27 Aug 2000 17:28:05 +0000 

From: "Prof. Arthur I. Larky" <ail0@lehigh.edu> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 
Subject: Hickock 752A help needed 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


I just lucked into a Hickock 752A tube tester; but: 

the 9-pin socket does not make good contact; you have to wiggle the 
tube to get a reading and sometimes even that does not work. 

Replacing the socket is a act that I am not heroic enough to try, so 
any suggestions? Anyone know a source of an extension adapter that I 
could use in the hope that it would connect better? Otherwise, it is in 
great shape with two supplementary tube listings. 

Thanks, 
Art K3HBA 


Message-ID: <39A9B825.5FB1C11C@lenzlink.net> 
Date: Sun, 27 Aug 2000 17:53:57 -0700 

From: David Knepper <knepper@lenzlink.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
CC: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Hickock 752A help needed 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Professor, I use a straight pin to squeeze the pins in the tube socket. 
Good luck. 


"Prof. Arthur I. Larky" wrote: 


> I just lucked into a Hickock 752A tube tester; but: 


> the 9-pin socket does not make good contact; you have to wiggle the 

> tube to get a reading and sometimes even that does not work. 

> Replacing the socket is a act that I am not heroic enough to try, so 

> any suggestions? Anyone know a source of an extension adapter that I 

> could use in the hope that it would connect better? Otherwise, it is in 
> great shape with two supplementary tube listings. 
> Thanks, 

> Art K3HBA 


David Knepper - W3ST 

Publisher of the Collins Journal 

Secretary to the Collins Radio Association 
CRA website: www.collinsra.com 

Join the the mail list: 

collins@qth.net through www.qth.net 


From: "russ dworakowski" <wb3fau@hotmail .com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: S40A questions 

Date: Sun, 27 Aug 2000 19:31:10 EDT 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; format=flowed 

Message-ID: <LAW2-F153TbdkSmLAzt00Q00020d@hotmail .com> 


Art, the the 5Y3 in the rx is identical to the type 80. 

Only the bases are different. Time frame of this rx places it where mfg. 
was changing over to the 5Y3. I recently did up a S40b a rather hot little 
rig. It misses only in selectivity. Have fun! Russ 


>From: "Prof. Arthur I. Larky" <ailO@lehigh.edu> 

>Reply-To: ailO@lehigh.edu 

>To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

>Subject: S40A questions 

>Date: Sat, 26 Aug 2000 20:11:15 +0000 

> 

>I picked up an S40A at a radio auction last week. Dusty, of course, and 
>it will need TLC. My questions are: 

>(1) what are the characteristics of the meter used for the external 
>S-meter? 

>(2) Both Dachis and Osterman say that the S40 uses an 80 rectifier and 
>the S40A uses a 5Y3 rectifier. So why does my S40A have an 80 in it? 
>(3) I got the s40A schematic from BAMA, but I guess I need the S40 one 
>since the 6H6 is supposed to have been changed from one model to the 
>next and I don't know if mine has the changes or not. Any suggestions 
>for downloading the S40 schematic. 


> Thanks, 
> Art K3HBA 


Get Your Private, Free E-mail from MSN Hotmail at http://www.hotmail.com. 


Share information about yourself, create your own public profile at 
http: //profiles.msn.com. 


From: "Grant Youngman" <nq5t@home.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Date: Sun, 27 Aug 2000 18:40:53 -0500 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT 

Subject: Relay for Johnson KW Matchbox 
Message-ID: <39A960B5.3361.52D1E8E@localhost> 


Any chance anyone out there has an original relay for the KW Matchbox 
knocking around? 


Thanks ... Grant 


Grant Youngman / NQ5T 
nq5t@home.com 

http://www. globeking.com 
Double Oak, TX -- nr Dallas 


Date: Mon, 28 Aug 2000 09:11:18 -0400 

From: Allan Stephens <modsteph@ACS.EKU.EDU> 
Subject: T-X4B restored 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Message-id: <39AA64F6.E28070B1@acs.eku.edu> 
MIME-version: 1.0 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


Thanks to all who submitted tips, suggestions of things to check, etc. 
I wound up re-wiring the bias circuitry: two new caps, two new 


resistors. 
Works fine (got the right electrical and physical sizes put in, 


replacing some 
earlier fixes which had changed both and led to the problems - finding a 


bad solder joint along the way too). Of course, the excess plate 
current 

which happened when it was not supposed to be happening - and I did 

not notice at first, having just turned the thing on, managed to fry the 


6JB6's in the final enough that they needed replacing too (xsighx) . 
Felt 
like the guy who dropped the sack from the liquor store, heard something 


break and muttered "Please let it be the Vermouth!" Of course, it 
wasn't. 


So 2000 has been a busy repair year. So far fixed HQ-110, NC-155, 
R-4B, two T-4XB's (finals in the other one too), Knight 50 Watt 
Transmitter, 

Globe Chief 90A, Viking I, DX-20, NCX-3 (and have found good homes for 
most 

so far). Still on the "projects" pile are NC-98, NC-303, HRO-50, 
Ranger II, Valiant I, Invader 2000, TX-1 Apache, SB-10, VF-1, HG-10B, 
and a couple I'll probably just pass along to someone else who has more 
time and fewer projects, including a Millen 90810 and the Johnson VHF 
receiving converter. 


Well, keeps me busy and off the streets at night. Now I gotta 
finish 
up the CX newsletter (ten pages so far) and get that out. And once ina 


while get on the air! 


73, Al N5AIT 


Message-ID: <003e01c010£1$9e37e580$4d2129d8@tneltcds> 
From: "Richard Brunner" <rbrunner@gis.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Info on Spokane Radio 500A Forest Service Transceiverl've stumbled on 
an interesting little radio that's part 
Date: Mon, 28 Aug 2000 09:11:41 -0400 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


"I've stumbled on an interesting little radio that's part 
of an estate donated to our local club, and would like to 


find some information about it. 


It's a battery-operated transceiver made by Spokane Radio 
Company, model 500A. The tag inside its gray wooden case 
says that it's Forest Service Type SPF, and it's order 
number is 18017-PHILA-43, serial #616. Tube lineup is 
(2) 1A7G, (2) 1N5G, (2) 1936G. 3Q5GT, 1H4G, 1F5G. Cute 
little bugger, too!" 


There was an article on the Military Collector Group Post about Forest 
Service radios recently. They were designed by the Forest Service for 
firefighters when nothing appropriate was available commercially or from the 
military. The first ones were made by them, and later they were 
sub-contracted. They pioneered the use of hf for fire-line communication, 
and were first to use "phone" in portable equipment. When the wars came, 
the military came to them and bought their stuff, and later modified it and 
made their own similiar equipment. The Forest Service equipment was 
innovative and light-weight for the era, both necessary for parachute, 
portable, fire-line use. This equipment is eminently collectible; it is not 
widely found, and very interesting. 


Richard Brunner, AA1P, rbrunner@gis.net 


From: JONWEINER@aol.com 

Message-ID: <55.a302258.26dbc299@aol.com> 
Date: Mon, 28 Aug 2000 09:26:49 EDT 

Subject: FS: Drake TR-4C 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


I have for sale a very nice Drake TR-4C transceiver. It's been in storage for 
a few years and could use a good clean up. High S/N 35602. All hardware is 
original Drake and not repainted. Complete with copy of the original manual. 
Price $225. shipped (USA). 


Jon, KIVVC 


Message-Id: <200008281615.e7SGF1s10639@jackatak.theporch. com> 
From: listown@jackatak.theporch.com (Mail List Owner) 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: ADMINISTRIVIA: Posting Admin Requests 

Date: Mon, 28 Aug 2000 11:15:01 CDT 


Gang- 


Please accept this periodic posting as it is intended: 
A suggestion that will help everyone on the list... 


If there is a problem with your email, i.e., the list suddenly stops coming 
to you, or if you have problems with someone else's mail, PLEASE address 
any questions to, and seek help from: 


listown@jackatak.theporch.com 


There is really no one on the list who can help you with a problem, 
and if I don't happen to see your post, nothing will happen, except 
you may irritate the other list members... needlessly. 


This is xespeciallyx true of the "XXXX YYYYY your mail is bouncing, please 
send me a good address" 


If your mail to this person is bouncing, in all likelihood, either you 
have the address a bit wrong, or s/he isn't receiving mail from ANYWHERE 
xespeciallyx not from the list, which is delivered as "Bulk!" 


Treat the list as a symposium. 

In such an environment, with many folks attending who have paid to be 
here, it is unlikely you would take up the symposium's resources to 
solve an individual problem with your seating... 


So, if you encounter a problem, PLEASE remember to send your questions 
to me, the one person who can help, at: 


listown@jackatak.theporch.com 


Thanks for your attention 


73 
Jack, W4KH/Mobile - - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Owner - - - 
listown@jackatak.theporch.com - "Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose" 


"Il n'y a que les idiots qui ne changent jamais d'idee" 
Mon Aug 28 11:15:01 CDT 2000 


Message-Id: <4.3.2.7.2.20000828134252 .00d19df0@sdct-sunsrv1.ncsl.nist.gov> 
Date: Mon, 28 Aug 2000 13:53:10 -0400 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Roy Morgan <roy.morgan@nist.gov> 

Subject: Millen 90800 Transmitter 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed 


At 06:29 AM 8/27/00 -0500, you wrote: 
>After a long search, I found a gorgeous Millen 90800 transmitter. 


...substantial shipping damage to the 

>unit's two air/ceramic tuning capacitors and open transmission line 
>stand-off insulators. ... Anyone know a source and/or part number for these 
>original Millen components? 


Paul, 


Ceramic stuff, especially tuning capacitor incubating bars do NOT ship 
well. You may well find the antenna connector feed-throughs in someone's 
junque boxe or at hamfests. The capacitor bars are another matter. I, 
also, am looking for ceramic capacitor bars after shipping damage (for 
Johnson transmitting variables), so lets cooperate in the search. I may 
well fabricate substitutes from Plexiglass or styrene, but those materials 
do not sustain the high temperatures that ceramic does. 


The Millen Company has a web site that is now under construction. I 
suggest that you email them. (I hope you get a reply. I emailed them 
asking for a high voltage switdh and a manual for the kilowatt antenna 
tuner and got no reply. I later found a copy of the manual.) The URL and 
the full content of the site are: 

http://www. jamesmillenco.com/millen/millmain.htm 


James Millen Electronics 


Division of Caywood 
Electronics, Incorporated 


- this website is under 
construction - 


Call us at: 

(978) 975-2711 Plant 
(978) 474-8949 24 Hour FAX 
Email Us at: 
info@jamesmillenco.com 

>NOTICE: 


All Millen Part Numbers are valid as are indicated in any and all previous 
publications! 


(end of website) 


Paul, please let me know how you make out. If you find capacitor bars, 
I'll find your feed-throughs. 


Roy 

-Keep em glowing! 

Roy Morgan, KILKY since 1959 
7130 Panorama Drive 

Derwood MD 20855 
301-330-8828 


Message-ID: <009801c01122$08a58780$b4cfd03£@oemcomputer> 
From: "DavidC" <eDoc@netzero.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Info on Spokane Radio 500A Forest Service Transceiverl've stumbled on 
an interesting little radio that's part 
Date: Mon, 28 Aug 2000 14:58:59 -0400 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Sounds similar to something used by the Canadian Forest Service, the 
Spillsbury Tindall SB-50 http://mypage.direct.ca/f/fcarey/Spilindex.htm 


Fascinating stuff! 
- 73, DavidC K1YP/4 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


Amateurs built the ark. Professionals built the Titanic. 
KAKI KKK AK AK AKA KAKA KKK KKK KKK KEK AK AK AK AK IK IKK KKK KI KKEKIEK AKER AK AEKIEKREKRKK KEK 


"I've stumbled on an interesting little radio that's part 
of an estate donated to our local club, and would like to 
find some information about it. 


> 
> 

> 

> 

> It's a battery-operated transceiver made by Spokane Radio 
> Company, model 500A. The tag inside its gray wooden case 
> says that it's Forest Service Type SPF, and it's order 

> number is 18017-PHILA-43, serial #616. Tube lineup is 

> (2) 1A7G, (2) 1N5G, (2) 136G. 3Q5GT, 1H4G, 1F5G. Cute 

> little bugger, too!" 


There was an article on the Military Collector Group Post about Forest 
Service radios recently. They were designed by the Forest Service for 
firefighters when nothing appropriate was available commercially or from 
the 

> military. The first ones were made by them, and later they were 

> sub-contracted. They pioneered the use of hf for fire-line communication, 
> and were first to use "phone" in portable equipment. When the wars 
came, 

> the military came to them and bought their stuff, and later modified it 
and 

> made their own similiar equipment. The Forest Service equipment was 

> innovative and light-weight for the era, both necessary for parachute, 

> portable, fire-line use. This equipment is eminently collectible; it is 
not 

> widely found, and very interesting. 

> 

> Richard Brunner, AA1P, rbrunner@gis.net 


> 
> 
> 
> 


Why pay for something you could get for free? 
NetZero provides FREE Internet Access and Email 
http: //www.netzero.net/download/index.html 


Date: Mon, 28 Aug 2000 15:10:01 -0400 
From: BEN NOCK <G4BxXD@compuserve.com> 
Subject: Keys FS 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Message-ID: <200008281510_MC2-B14A-8657@compuserve. com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset=IS0-8859-1 
Content-Disposition: inline 


WS No48 key, good condx with cable and plug 50.00 
German WWII key, brown bakerlite, with lead = 
and plug, stamped with Eagle and Swastica 45.00 


plus postage if needed. = 


(price in Sterling) 


Ben G4BxXD. = 


Date: Mon, 28 Aug 2000 16:56:46 -0400 

From: polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (Marty's Refl. Drop) 
Message-Id: <200008282056.QAA03576@aa41m. ba-watch.org.> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Spark Xmtr hi-speed Keying Rly? 


A friend's got this thing & it's a beauty 


External two-coil magnet each wdg. of which is ~3"x1" & marked "250". Poles 
go thru a lava ~5" x 5" base & actuate an armature driving 3 contacts for 
2 ea. dpdt & 1 ea. spst. 


Insides are hermetically sealed but works visible thru bevel-glass 
1.5" x 4" windows on all 4 sides. One glass has "Union" acid-etched on it. 


There's a shop tag from '37 & this may mitigate against being a spark 
xmtr keyer & instead, something outa a RR signal thingie. 


Any guesses out there? A film-can of Cosmos Industries secret sauce 
to the best one. 


Marty 


Date: Mon, 28 Aug 2000 16:58:55 -0700 

From: Dan <hankarn@pacbell.net> 

Subject: Re: Millen 90800 Transmitter 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Message-id: <39AAFCBF.916F22E1@pacbell.net> 
MIME-version: 1.0 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


Try Gorilla Glue for the ceramic parts it works like well a Gorilla Hi. 
Follow the directions then clamp it overnight. It will hold. and you 
cannot see it after it sets. Lutz File & Tool Co. 

Cincinnati, OH or gorillaglue.com 

for address. The toughest glue on PLanet Earth. 


Hank 
KN6DI 


Message-ID: <39ABOC9A.E7B94B60@metronet .com> 

Date: Mon, 28 Aug 2000 20:06:34 -0500 

From: Neal McEwen <nmcewen@metronet.com> 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

CC: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 

Subject: Re: Info on Spokane Radio 500A Forest Service Transceiverl've stumbled 
on an interesting little radio that's part 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Richard Brunner wrote: 


There was an article on the Military Collector Group Post about Forest 
Service radios recently. They were designed by the Forest Service for 
firefighters when nothing appropriate was available commercially or from the 
military. The first ones were made by them, and later they were 
sub-contracted. 


VV VV WV 


Here is a photo of a smoke jumper's key, made in the U.S. Forest 
Service shops to go with their 5 watt back pack radio. Simple but 
effective. http://www.megasource.com/k5rw/Smoke_Jumpers_key. jpg 
73 de K5RW, Neal McEwen, at "The Telegraph Office", nmcewen@metronet.com 

A WWW Page for Telegraph Key Collectors and Historians 
http: //www.metronet.com/~nmcewen/tel_off.html 


From: "russ dworakowski" <wb3fau@hotmail.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 
Subject: Re: T-X4B restored 

Date: Mon, 28 Aug 2000 21:30:55 EDT 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; format=flowed 

Message-ID: <LAW2-F231W6Ex3Akwts00001048@hotmail .com> 


Saved the goodies for last Allan 


>From: Allan Stephens <modsteph@ACS.EKU.EDU> 

>Reply-To: modsteph@ACS.EKU.EDU 

>To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

>Subject: T-X4B restored 

>Date: Mon, 28 Aug 2000 09:11:18 -0400 

> 

>Thanks to all who submitted tips, suggestions of things to check, etc. 
> 

> I wound up re-wiring the bias circuitry: two new caps, two new 


>resistors. 

>Works fine (got the right electrical and physical sizes put in, 
>replacing some 

>earlier fixes which had changed both and led to the problems - finding a 
> 

>bad solder joint along the way too). Of course, the excess plate 
>current 

>which happened when it was not supposed to be happening - and I did 

>not notice at first, having just turned the thing on, managed to fry the 
> 

>6JB6's in the final enough that they needed replacing too (xsighx) . 
>Felt 

>like the guy who dropped the sack from the liquor store, heard something 
> 


>break and muttered "Please let it be the Vermouth!" Of course, it 
>wasn't. 

> 

> So 2000 has been a busy repair year. So far fixed HQ-110, NC-155, 


>R-4B, two T-4XB's (finals in the other one too), Knight 50 Watt 
>Transmitter, 

>Globe Chief 90A, Viking I, DX-20, NCX-3 (and have found good homes for 
>most 

>so far). Still on the "projects" pile are NC-98, NC-303, HRO-50, 
>Ranger II, Valiant I, Invader 2000, TX-1 Apache, SB-10, VF-1, HG-10B, 
>and a couple I'll probably just pass along to someone else who has more 
>time and fewer projects, including a Millen 90810 and the Johnson VHF 
>receiving converter. 

> 

> Well, keeps me busy and off the streets at night. Now I gotta 
>finish 

>up the CX newsletter (ten pages so far) and get that out. And once ina 
> 

>while get on the air! 

> 

> 73, Al N5AIT 
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Date: Mon, 28 Aug 2000 21:46:49 -0400 

From: polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (Marty's Refl. Drop) 
Message-Id: <200008290146.VAA03931@aa4rm.ba-watch.org.> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


Subject: Re: Info on Spokane... xcvr 


I've got a pair of still-unidentified Al-cased 80m OD AM thingies all full of 
7 pin 1.4V miniatures... and a telco handset. 


No identity anywhere. But xtal , loading coil, & whip give it away as 
75m giz. 


BTW, the whip is huge telescoping arrangement. 
Now someone noted Forest Service was pacesetter for 2-way port. HF. 


The BC-186/7/8 mulie talkie was just such a thing... & DuMont re-made it in 
'42 since Stilwell had such rice-paddie success with ‘em in Burma 


So Forest Service as pacesetter is dead center. 


So help me identify those 80m portables. Code breaker gets another 
vial of Cosmos Industries secret sauce 


Marty 


Date: Mon, 28 Aug 2000 23:25:15 -0400 

From: polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (Marty's Refl. Drop) 
Message-Id: <200008290325.XAA04087@aa4rm.ba-watch.org.> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Son of Info on Spokane... xcvr 


gizzes belo came from a guy who bought ‘em not £m a Forest Svc. expatriat 
but from a "TVA line inspector" if memory serves - & it might not. 


| 
| 
\ / 
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I've got a pair of still-unidentified OD Al-cased 80m OD AM thingies 
all full of 7 pin 1.4V miniatures... and telco handsets. 


No identity anywhere. But xtal , loading coil, & whip give it away as 
75m giz. 


BTW, the whip is huge telescoping arrangement. 


ee eS ee ee | 


etc. 


Message-Id: <4.2.2.20000829014444 .00a4c5e0@127.0.0.1> 

Date: Tue, 29 Aug 2000 02:32:08 -0400 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Michael Crestohl <mc@sover.net> 

Subject: Boxborough Was The Best Ever!!!! 

Cc: collins@listserv.tempe. gov 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed 


After sleeping for about 12 hours I have a few minutes to share some of my 
experiences of the ARRL New England Convention held at Boxborough MA over 
the weekend. 


Thinking about it this is probably the BEST ham radio event I have ever 
attended in my 30 plus years in the hobby! I do not make this statement 
lightly as I have been to many wonderful events in the past including many 
Dayton Hamventions, Deerfields, Gaithersburgs, Boxboroughs, TRWs, 
Rochesters, et al. But this one was absolutely outstanding from all points 
of vies. First of all, the WX! It was absolutely FB, OM!!!! Sunny, not to 
hot, not too humid, just perfect! The flea market was also extremely good 
- I spotted a RCA AR-88 for $75.00 (bought by my friend AE1P), several 
R-390As priced reasonably, some nice Collins, Drakes, Heathkits, keys, 
bugs, tubes, parts,etc all available at decent prices. There was very 
little computer swill. Although not large in size this flea market 
reminded me of the times before eBay and rec.radio.swap had become part of 
the lingua franca. I bought several real neat items, real keepers - like a 
beautiful Tektronix miniature battery-operated scope ($80.00), a Collins 
DL-1 dummy load (obligatory Collins content), a R-390 chassis 

($10.00) including a beautiful front panel and wiring harness which I need 
to restore the one I bought for $25.00 that had been stored in a barn and 
the mice had been sharpening their teeth on the wiring. There was also the 
unbuilt Heathkit digital clock, some books and another 1967 contract EAC 
"narts radio" I picked up for $50.00 after the fest on the way home. I am 
sure this will work after I provide the missing part - the 3TF7 regulator 
tube! Oh yes, I had to put the knobs back on. The best buy was made by a 
good friend of mine who shall remain nameless who snagged a Hallicrafters 
SX-88 along with the matching transmitter, a NC-300 and the VHF converter 
for $400.00! It couldn't have happened to a nicer guy (other than me, of 
course!) and I am very happy for him. 


But there's more to Boxborough than the flea market. There were several 
interesting forums, including the AM forum conducted by Timothy "Timtron" 
Smith WALHLR and Allan H Weiner owner of WBCQ. It was packed to the doors 
as usual and a great time was had by all. The evening banquet special 
guest was Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH who also conducted the FCC Forum with 
Vinny Kajunski, the FCC man in charge of the New England office in Boston 
earlier in the day. This was also a very entertaining forum, not from the 
content per se, but any of you who have seen "Uncle Vinny" in the past will 


know exactly what I mean. 


I shared a room with Tim Smith and Al Weiner which was an experience in 
itself. Also we spent many enjoyable hours in the restaurant/bar with many 
of our fellow hams. Riley stopped in a few times to join our group of 
miscreants for a beer and lots of yucks! I even had a chat with the new 
ARRL President Jim Hainey whose Texas twang stood out among all the New 
England accents heard floating around the place. He seems to be firmly 
committed to helping us hang onto our spectrum as a first priority of his 
administration and I may even (finally) join the ARRL in support. We 
boatanchorites will have to help educate him about the pleasures of vintage 
equipment and AM, but it looks like Tim has gotten him started in the right 
direction. I was also happy to see a couple of my CCA friends like George 
Maier K1GXT and Denis Sharon at the Fest. Also the Wouff Hong ceremonies 
were held at Midnight and many were inducted into the ranks of this sacred 
radio society. I wonder how many hamfests conduct this traditional ritual, 
other than Dayton? Seems to me that nonsense of this sort is what makes 
this hobby so special. 


I have been attending the ARRL New England Convention regularly (every 
second year) for a long time, back to the days it was held at the New Ocean 
House in Swampscott MA, which unfortunately burned to the ground just 
before a convention many years ago. 


Boxborough is just the perfect size event - you get to see everybody and 
there's enough time to visit and chat. Also you know just about everybody 
which makes for a very friendly atmosphere. There is a lot more to it than 
the flea market, new equipment displays, forums, special events station, 
meetings, good food, beer and two days and one night to enjoy it all. I 

was particularly pleased to see so many of the new equipment manufacturers, 
radio dealers, publishers and other venders in attendance, Last June I was 
very disappointed at Rochester NY with the vender turnout, It was pitiful!!! 


This kind of wonderful event does not just happen. It's the result of many 
long hours or work by many volunteers. I would like to thank them 

here. Space limitations prevent me from naming them all, but I'd 
particularly like to thank Mike Raisbeck, K1ITWF (who is the new General 
Chairman), Dave Foner W1TK, William KiWD, Elliot W1MJ, Ken WO1N and a lot 
more. It's nice to see that these "younger" folks are now organizing and 
running the hamfest that we all attended as youngsters so many years 

ago. It also strikes me as very odd that years ago we came to attend the 
forums and listen to the wisdom of the elders. Today we are the elders (I 
don't know about the "wise" part) presenting the forums and people are 
coming to listen to us. Also back in those days we literally lived in fear 
of the FCC and today we're friends, hanging out, drinking beer and laughing 
until we can laugh no more. 


Yes indeed, Boxborough 2000 was a wonderful hamfest/convention/flea market 


and I'll remember it always. It shows me that hamfests are not dying off 
as so many would believe. Boxborough was alive and well, healthy and 
vibrant. There were even several teenagers seen sporting callsign 
nametags! If you were there you know exactly what I mean. If you weren't, 
you really missed something very special. However, you can visit it 
electronically at: 


www. boxboro. org 


Wait a few days and the pictures from this last weekend will be 

posted. The site has photos from two previous events in 1996 and 1998. If 
you have any snapshots you'd like to share please send them to the 
Boxborough Webmaster KiWD@k1iwd.com for inclusion in the permanent Web page. 


13%; 


Michael Crestohl, WRC 
mc@sover.net 


End o£ BOATANCHORS Digest 2974 
KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKEKKEKEKEKEKRK ARK 


